
 

 

East Greenbush Fire Company Meeting Minutes 

February 17, 2009 

 The February meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by President Pete Lavin.  Tim Boel 
makes a motion to accept the January 2009 meeting minutes. Frank Jenkins seconds the 
motion, and the minutes are accepted. President Lavin informs the membership that there was 
an Executive Board meeting on February 10th regarding disciplinary activity, which will be 
discussed later in this meeting.    

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 Secretary Nancy Baker reports there were 54 checks written last month. Nine of the 
checks were written for over $500.00. One of the checks written for over $500.00 was to 
Teagan’s for $6,540.00 for our installation dinner meal. Dan Speed makes a motion to accept 
the report, Chris Linck seconds the motion, and the report is accepted.  

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

 Treasurer P. Benson reports the total income for the month of January is $12, 535.55. 
The total expenses for the month were $34,697.76. Our total current assets total $121,605.46. 
Mike Forgea makes a motion to accept the report, Kathy Miller seconds the motion, and the 
report is accepted.  

MONTHLY VISA BILL REPORT 

 President Lavin reports the previous balance of $3,108.69 was paid in full. The balance 
is $2,010.58. Pete Lehmann makes a motion to accept the report, David Reed seconds the 
motion, and the report is accepted.  

REPORT OF THE OFFICERS 

 Assistant Chief Di’Martino reports there were 37 calls for the month of January. Battalion 
Chief Jay Jonas will be speaking at Columbia High School on February 24th at 7:00pm. This is a 
fund raiser for the Explorer’s. All members are urged to attend and this will be the assigned drill 
for the evening. Our agency will be hosting a NYS Fire Chief’s class Routine Responses Safety & 
Tactics on Thursday, February 26th at 7pm. Any members that have not completed a fit test 



need to see Tom Whittemore so your test can be arranged. As of 2005 there is a law in affect 
basically stating that if you do not have a CDL license you can’t drive the fire truck for drills, 
parades, etc. A non CDL driver can only drive the truck during an “emergency call for service.” 
There is a petition on the FASNY website. Please go on there and fill out your name and our 
department name. There are several agencies against this law, and hopefully this law will be 
changed with enough lobbying from the paid and volunteer departments. Assistant Chief 
Di’Martino also reports that the hot dog steamer at the Stewart’s in Schodack Center has been 
moved to a different location to hopefully eliminate the alarms from being activated. The Chiefs 
have a meeting tomorrow with Branson Manor.  

 Assistant Chief Kevin Hitchcock briefly informed the members about the alarm system at 
Branson Manor.  

 Assistant Chief Chris Dick reports his Foreman, Bill Harrison, is entering the military. Bill 
will be deployed to Fort Benning, Georgia for basic military training. Bill will then be deployed 
overseas for 18 months. Dave Becker will be assuming the duties of Foreman for Engine 9 per 
the Chief. Tim Boel reminds President Lavin that Bill does not need a letter to change his status 
as he is leaving for a call of duty for our country.  

Captains- Tom Chesser thanks the crews for their assistance with the LDH on Interstate 
90, and also on re-loading other LDH onto the truck before this meeting.  

 Ladies Auxiliary- Kathy Schmidt inquires about the food detail for the February 26th class 
that we are hosting.   

BUILDING USE REPORT 

 President Lavin reports the total revenue for the month of January was $2,864.60. The 
total expenses for the month were $932.75. The total profit for the month of January is 
$1,931.85. The cash car total is $368.00.  Mike Memole makes a motion to accept the report, 
and Nelson Williams seconds the motion. The report is accepted by the membership.  

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

 President Lavin informs the membership that there is only one change for the 2009 
Committee assignments. Bruce Cushine will be the chairman for the fitness room for 2009.  

 Review Board- President Lavin and the Review Board met on February 14th. The 
following members were deficient in points for 2008: Eric Wallace, Justin Edberg, Taylor 
Perkins, Anthony Prioux, Eric Leighten, Tracy Britt and Andrew Donnelly.  The members will be 
put on probation, and the Review Board will meet again in July to determine if the member’s 
have improved in their points. Tom Kennedy makes a motion to accept this activity, James 
Cartwright seconds the motion, and the motion is accepted by the membership.  

 Pizza Night- President Lavin reports for the vacationing Dennis Kennedy. The total 
income for the February 14th Pizza Night was $2,799.25, and the total expenses were 
$2,044.06. The total profit is $755.19.  

 Convention Committee- George Forgea reports there are 10 rooms left in Lake George 
for the June convention. President Lavin informs the members that on March 3rd at 6:00pm 
there will be a convention committee meeting to discuss ideas for the upcoming convention.  



 Explorer Post 11- Tom Kennedy reports there are approximately 300 guests that are 
expected to attend the Jay Jonas presentation on 9/11.  

 Fish Fry Nights- The Fish Fry Nights will be March 20th, March 27th, and April 7th.  

 Buildings- North Station- George Forgea reports the roof at the North Station is still 
leaking. The new windows have been installed and look very nice.  

 Uniforms- If any members need a uniform see Bob Lehmann.  

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 Matt Sullivan residing at the Greenbush Station Apartments at 737 Columbia Turnpike, in 
Apartment B5 applied last month for active membership. Pete Lehmann makes a motion to 
accept Matt as an active firefighter. Chris Linck seconds the motion, and Matt is our newest 
member of the Fire Company. Matt Sullivan was sworn in by President Lavin.  

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Chris Dick received a letter from the Capital District Celtic Hall. The agency is requesting 
our color guard for the Albany St. Patrick’s Day Parade. All members are in favor of honoring 
the request, and our members will march in the parade in Albany on March 14th.  

 VP Jeff Tooker has an order form for Albany FD St. Patrick’s Day shirts.  

On January 12th Ronny Mercx’s key fob was turned off by President Pete Lavin. Ronny 
was asked to attend an Executive Board meeting and he has not. Statements were obtained 
from members in regards to his insubordinate activities. It is the recommendation of the 
Executive Board to terminate Ron Mercx. In 2004 there was activity as well. He signed the 
document. The letter that was sent to him by certified mail urged him to attend the meeting.  

Tom White reports to the membership that Ronny can’t read or write. He is also dealing 
with something similar outside of work. Tom has been taking care of Ronny for the past 18 
years. Tom White makes a motion to suspend Ronny indefinitely until his doctor gives him 
clearance to come back. Ronny has been seeing a doctor. Pete Lehmann inquires about Ronny 
attending life member’s day. President Lavin advises that Ronny should not be sent a letter 
about Life Member’s Day because he is suspended and he is not allowed on company grounds, 
and not allowed to attend fire company activities. Tim Boel states that in 2005 when Ronny 
returned from his suspension he signed off. Tim Boel advises the body, the department should 
make the decision when the doctor signs him back to the department. Tom White reiterates  
that Ronny may not understand. Rick Williams mentions that he has taken Ronny to the 
doctors, and he doesn’t think kicking him out is a good idea. Tim Tordoff flashes back to 2004 
and advises the members of what occurred. Tim talked to the subject that was working with 
Ronny , and stated that he understands right from wrong. Tracy Britt agrees with T. Tordoff, 
and doesn’t feel he should be given any consideration. Andy Clark feels if it’s a stabilization 
issue we need to work with him. The Executive Board will review when he has clearance from 
his doctor. The company makes the ultimate decision. Greg Forgea feels that there should be a 
set duration of time for his suspension. Chris Linck reports this is a pattern of behavior that has 
been going on since 1970 when Chris knew him. Chris watched Ronny punch a subject, and if 
Jeff Wasilieski didn’t step in when Ronny was going off on his kid then there could have been a 



real severe incident. A hand count revealed Ronny is suspended indefinitely. (41 in favor, 13 
opposed).  

Marty Tubbs submitted a letter to remove him from all roles in the fire company due to 
the recent mandate from his union at Albany Fire Department. Craig McCabe makes a motion to 
remove Marty Tubbs from the roles. Mike Memole seconds the motion, and the motion is 
carried.  

East Greenbush Girls Softball- Tim Boel makes a motion that the company sponsor a 
team, and a sign that will be located along the first base side. Chris Lavin seconds the motion, 
and the motion is carried.  

Hudson Mohawk Parade- Craig McCabe is the delegate. The parade is July 8th-July 11th 
in Mechanicville. Tim Boel makes a motion we sponsor a ¼ page ad. Chris Linck seconds the 
motion, and the motion is carried.    

Nancy Fitzgerald reports the banner from the North Station is being examined by 
Gettysburg Flags. 

Tom Whittemore thanks everyone for their cooperation with the fit tests.  

President Lavin read the harassment section of the Penal Law regarding harassment in a 
public place.  

Food next month is Engine 6.  

50/50 winner is Mike Benson Jr.-$48.00.  

Chuck Alger makes a motion to adjourn the meeting, Chris Linck seconds the motion, 
and the meeting is adjourned at 8:42pm.  

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

        Michael J. Benson Jr. 

        Recording Secretary/Captain 

 

   


